T7I7E thank Thee, O our God,

V V That, though our life
Is but a brief and flickering restlessness
Upon the permanence of things eternal,
Yet is the meaning and the value of it all,
The purpose whereunto the worlds have being,
Thy underlying Elder World,
Thus radiantly revealed;

We thank Thee, O our God,

That thus Thy heaven cuts across our own dark world

Closely indwelling it:

We thank Thee that Thy Truth thus underpins our
truthlessness,

That what abides and stands

Thus stalwartly sustains our changefiilness;

We thank Thee that in simplest things

We thus see manifest

Thy framework of reality:

We thank Thee that the beauty and the love
Of one smaE child

Can this convert and purify our gloomy souls.
Can teach them to behold and to adore unchanging
Truth,

Can help them to reach our their arms to Thee,
Can make them apprehend eternal things,
Truth, goodness, beauty,
Can lead them forth safe to Thy deathless world.

198